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Did You Know

Pond Cove teachers prepare for the character parade during Cape Celebrates Literacy week

Students enjoy a performance of Alice in Wonderland by the Maine State Ballet

Will Depke explores his sense of smell before writing a story at The Telling Room

“During CEHS robotic’s program infancy, CEEF recognized 
the importance of STEM related extracurricular activities and 
provided important initial funding. The program has grown 
from just a few to now nearly a hundred participating at each 
education level of our school system. The children are introduced 
to engineering, programming and project management in a fun 
and interactive way.”   

Kathy Barber - Cape Robotics Booster and  
Robotics Institute of Maine, Board of Directors

That your donations, partnered with our teachers’ creativity, are the 
underpinning for educational innovations in our schools?  Years of 

budgets growing barely above inflation, combined with shrinking state 
funding, have left precious few dollars for the new approaches to education 
that our teachers and administrators have imagined. But programs like the 
Achievement Center, Robotics, and the Math Lab were all started with 
grants from CEEF; they would not be in our schools today without the 
generous support of you, our donors.

You have allowed us to fund $200,000 in technology equipment 
and learning initiatives; over $120,000 in grants that support teachers’ 
professional development; and another $680,000 to create initiatives across 
the district such as Literacy Week, the expansion of music and art programs, 
World Affairs Council, and Chewonki.  Your dollars have seeded lasting 
initiatives and experimental projects—investment that have been returned 
ten-fold in passion and knowledge.  

Though CEEF’s grants represent just a tiny fraction of the overall school 
budget, they are the lion’s share of the “innovation budget,” enhanced by the 
school board, administrators, and teachers as engaged partners. We ask you to 
continue supporting this creative and productive partnership so that CEEF 
can continue to be the incubator for innovation in our schools.  And we 
hope you’ll see in the pages of this report just how exciting, and important, 
this vision for our schools has become.



2012-2013 Grants 
High School 
TEDActive 2014 Membership $1,875
Safe Passage $600
National Mock Trial Team $500
TEDx Youth @ CEHS $1,000

Middle School 
EUREKA! $1,000
Chewonki, 8th grade Outdoor Adventure $1,000
Language Immersion Course, Quebec $941
Teacher’s College at Columbia University $700
Waste Management Mural $300
Haystack Workshop $485
Midwest International Band Clinic $120

Pond Cove 
Building & Sustaining a Safe, Inclusive and Respectful Culture $7,562
The Telling Room $1,000
National Science Teachers Association National Conference $325
Book Writers & Illustrators Whispering Pines Retreat $525

District 
Cape Celebrates Literacy $10,000
PC/MS Cafetorium Audio Refurbishment/Upgrade $9,600
School Climate Issue Identification and Improvement $6,000
Robotics K-5 Classroom Integration $5,900

Teacher Awards
Thompson Staff Award (Pam Vose) $2,000
Brownell Award (Cameron Rosenblum) $2,000

Max is ready to sail off through night and day TEDxYouth nametag with the day’s program

Maine’s first ever TEDxYouth day at CEHS, December 7, 2012

The Waste Management mural on the Cafetorium wall helps students to sort their leftover waste

TED Youth@CEHSx
x = independently organized TED event

Session 1
8:00-9:30

Kerem Durdag, CEO of Biovation
Libby Hoffman, Founder, Catalyst for Peace
Alan Lishness, Chief Innovation Officer, GMRI

Session 2
9:50-10:40

Raphael DiLuzio, Entrepreneur, Artist, Professor
Emilia Dahlin, Musician for Social Change
Steve Wessler, Director, Center for Preventing Hate

Session 3
11:05--11:50

Claire Hirschmann, Co-founder, Field Academy
Jean Maginnis, Founder, Maine Center for Creativity
Matthew Braun, Student, USM

Lunch
11:50--12:35

Session 4
12:35-1:30

Fritz Grobe, Founder, Eepybird
Zoe Weil, Founder, Institute for Humane Education
Surprise Student Speaker

Students Only 
1:30-2:30

Wrap Up
Small Group Discussions

SCHEDULE
12.7.12



CEEF’s large-impact grants flourish  

Robotics enthusiasts work on their project

Debbie Butterworth in the Math Lab 

Mackenzie Leighton in the Achievement Center 

“Due to your support, Cape Elizabeth Middle School has been able to build in several meaning-
ful extensions and enrichment opportunities to our core teaching and learning initiatives. We are 
continuing our work with Steve Wessler on School Climate; he will lead a professional session 
with our staff  and offer other ongoing training this year. Cape Celebrates Literacy was a great 
celebration of reading across content areas and launched our summer reading program for all of 
the middle school students. We are grateful for the generous support that CEEF provides—with-
out your help most of these opportunities would not be possible. Thank you on behalf of CEMS!

Middle School Principal Michael Tracy

Since 2002, the Cape Elizabeth Education Foundation has awarded close 
to one million dollars in grants throughout the school district—grants 

that enhance learning in every discipline, seed professional development and 
fuel after-school clubs and co-curricular activities. Many are already woven 
into the fabric of the community as lasting programs and spaces that benefit 
every single student in Cape Elizabeth.  

The Pond Cove Math Lab was launched through a large impact grant in 
2007.  Each year, over 300 K-2 students visit the lab to enhance their skills, 
gain self confidence and develop a love for math.

Since 2005, the Achievement Center has been providing individual aca-
demic support to students at Cape Elizabeth High School. Students of all 
abilities use the AC for extra help, Plato reviews, small group work, writing 
conferences, peer tutoring, or just a quiet space to concentrate. 

The first Robotics grant was awarded in 2005 as seed funding for a small 
team of passionate kids. Over the years, Robotics has expanded into all three 
schools through a greatly expanded club and K-4 curriculum integration.  

The World Affairs Council, funded in 2006, now takes over 100 students 
each year to participate in three Model UN conferences where they 
sharpen skills in research, public speaking and diplomacy. This year’s students 
will travel to Brown, John’s Hopkins and Dartmouth campuses.

Over $200,000 in CEEF grants have gone towards partnering in technology 
initiatives throughout the district. These include funding of SmartBoards, 
digital cameras, computers, clickers, iPads for teachers, an updated PC/MS 
Cafetorium sound system, and most recently, a planned reinvention of the 
MS Library into a Learning Commons space.

The CEEF Red Apple enjoys AuthorFest



“The impact that CEEF 
and its generous donors 
have had on bringing 
innovative educational 
opportunities to Pond 
Cove School has been 
extraordinary. Reflecting 
on my involvement as a 
CEEF education advisor 
in its early stages 
ten years ago, I was 
immediately struck by 
its phenomenal growth 
and the central role that 
it continues to play in 
supporting Pond Cove when I returned as principal of the school last year. 

Reviewing our grant history, there has not been one area of Pond Cove’s 
curricula that CEEF grants have not enhanced. Our current CEEF grant 
implementation of “Building and Sustaining a Safe, Inclusive and Respectful 
K-4 Culture” is a particularly meaningful initiative this year. As principal, I 
know I speak for all of us at Pond Cove that the work we do to cultivate 
such a supportive culture for our students is essential to their learning and 
well-being. Thanks to CEEF, Pond Cove has been provided the resources 
to establish and sustain the conditions for an optimal, positive school 
environment that we now refer to as ‘Peaceful Pond Cove’ during one of the 
most important stages in a child’s development.”

Pond Cove Principal Kelly Hasson

Fueling innovation and excellence in our schools

Camden Woods has fun in the Math Lab

Diane Schisler and Alex Thayer get inspired at The Telling Room

Characters from Maine State Ballet greet students after the performance

“Thank you to CEEF, the major contributor  of the PC/MS Auditorium sound 
system refurbishment, an organization that works to support the students and 
staff in our schools in too many ways to count. Until recently, I served as the 
MS educator representative on the board of directors; I count that experience 
as one of the most rewarding in all my years as a teacher. Thank you CEEF for 
the care and focus with which you provide so much to our schools and com-
munity through your many events and continued financial support.”  

Steve Price, Education Advisor (2010-2013)

“World Affairs Council is a great platform for any-
one interested in learning about and discussing 
international news. It’s been a phenomenal way to 
meet students from other schools who are pas-
sionate about the state of the world, to exchange 
ideas and explore possible solutions with them.”

CEHS Senior Omar Khalidi



Alumni Award

On Sunday June 9, the Cape Elizabeth Education Foundation recognized 
Joan Benoit Samuelson as its first annual Alumni Award recipient 

during graduation ceremonies held at Ft. Williams. The newly formed 
CEEF Alumni Award seeks to identify recipients who, through their 
dedication and perseverance, have made significant contributions to their 
communities, professions or society.  The recipient of this award is intended 
to be a role model for current high school students and motivate them to 
seek excellence in school-related pursuits and in their careers, families and 
communities. 

Upon accepting the award, Joanie brought a book she was given at 
her CEHS graduation entitled I Dare You, referencing it as she challenged 
the class of 2013 to be successful as they move forward in life. She also 
mentioned “honors that are received closest to home are the most 
meaningful of all awards. Local awards tend to inspire awardees to continue 
to do additional good deeds.”

The award will be given each year at graduation and the recipient’s 
name will be displayed on a plaque in Cape Elizabeth High School.

CEEF Award Presentations

Teacher Awards
Following past traditions, CEEF’s annual teacher awards were announced 
at the welcome back breakfast in late August. The Thompson Award was 
given to Pam Vose for going above and beyond the expected in mentoring 
her students. Nancy Thompson praised her as having a “kind and easygoing 
manner that has helped her become a trusted friend for any student that 
might need assistance. Throughout the years she has helped develop critical 
social skills that will carry students into adulthood.” Next came the Brownell 
Award to Pond Cove Librarian Cameron Rosenblum in recognition of her 
outstanding CEEF-grant implementation. Cameron chaired and inspired 
the committee that organized Cape Celebrates Literacy in honor of CEEF’s 
10th anniversary.  Cameron said “It’s a special honor to have been on the 
committee that worked to celebrate CEEF’s ten years of innovation and 
excellence in our school system.” She described a first-grade boy who, as he 
stood in his class line, suddenly looked up at her and unprompted said, “Well, 
now I’m totally inspired!” “It was like he was a plant or something. He 
could not see my heart flutter, but it did.” Congratulations to these amazing 
educators who inspire our students every day.

Tim Thompson, Nancy Thompson, Pam Vose, Elaine Brownell, Cameron Rosenblum, and Jen 
Scarpitti-Nelson

Joan Benoit Samuelson and Brian Guthrie



In honor of CEEF’s 10th anniversary, and in recognition of a decade of partnership and collaboration with the 
school district, the CEEF board of directors awarded a $10,000 grant to fund a community-wide program that 

fit CEEF’s mission. Rising to this challenge, Superintendent Meredith Nadeau created a collaborative team of 
community partners (including the Thomas Memorial Library, CELT and Nonesuch Books) ably led by Pond Cove 
School Librarian Cameron Rosenblum, and Cape Celebrates 
Literacy was born.

This team met regularly for several months, with enthu-
siasm, dedication and ultimately great success. The goal was 
to celebrate and explore the many different forms of liter-
acy: writing, journalism, storytelling, illustrating, puppetry, 
drama, dance and more. The hope was to bring excitement 
about learning and literacy to all three schools and the Cape 
Elizabeth community. 

Highlights of the week included: story walks through 
Robinson Woods; workshops at each school with visiting 
authors and journalists including Bill Nemitz, Tom Allen, 
Scott Nash and Len Cabral; presentation by the Maine 
State Ballet; evening presentations for the general public; 
and a multi-generational read with seniors at Village Crossings.  

The week culminated on Saturday afternoon with AuthorFest, when thirty 
authors and illustrators gathered in the high school gym to read excerpts, sign 
books and mingle with Cape students and their families.  

The week was a huge success and truly representative of what the CEEF 
and school district partnership seeks to do:  provide exciting and creative ways 
to inspire teachers and children through collaborative partnerships within 
the Cape Elizabeth community. Thank you to all those who participated and 
partnered in this wonderful event!

Cape Celebrates Literacy Week

“Literacy week was an incredible opportunity for students and 
staff in all of our schools and community members to interact 
with artists and authors and others employing literacy skills in 
their professional lives.  AuthorFest in particular was a spectacu-
lar event and one that we hope to continue to offer in the fu-
ture.  CEEF was an incredible partner for this event, and we were 
grateful for their support to make the many events during the 
week possible.”

Superintendant Meredith NadeauPond Cove joins in the literary fun 

Ella Butterfield enjoys the character parade

Paige Long gets in character during Literacy Week



Thank You Donors!

Donations listed below are from  
July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013. 

Leader
Frank Governali  
   and Terry Ann Scriven
Suzanne and Neil McGinn
Gwen and Michael Moore
Thomas and Kerry Novak
David Sherman & Moey Burchenal
The Lebensfeld Foundation

Sustainer
Anonymous (2)
Ken Barber and  
   Amy Partridge-Barber*
Joel and Kim Bassett
Thomas and Patricia Brigham
Mike & Stephanie Concannon
Paul Coulombe
Dan and Ilene Fishbein*

Barbee and Drew Gilman
Jeff and Sonya Gorman
Chris and Patty Grennon*

Jeffrey and Julie Halter
Jeff and Beth Herriman
Benjamin and Bronwyn Huffard
Herb and Kathleen Janick
David and Kara Leopold*

Merrick Industries, Inc.
Bo Norris and Cathy Houlihan
Phoenix Fund at Maine Initiatives
Tom Saturley and Ellie Baker
David and Beverly Sherman
Susan and Joe Spagnola
John and Margaret Thibodeau
David & Tracey Weatherbie
Chris and Michelle Whitney*

Partner
Dorie and David Barber
Jessica & David Butzel
Peter Cary and Janine Bisaillon Cary
John Doherty and Jane Anderson
Tim and Sue Harper*
Varney Hintlian &  
Molly MacAuslan
Andy and Allison Landes
Sara and Paul Lennon
Jeremy and Amy Lombardo
Paul and Sarah Muscat
Lynn and Frank O’Shea
Jeffrey Sahrbeck*

DJ Nelson and  
   Jennifer Scarpitti-Nelson
Laurie Small and Eric Mukai
Laurie and Foster Stewart
James and Patricia Wasserman

Supporter
Jeff and Kerri Berman
Seth and Lynn Blank
Charles and Bryn Carpenter
John Christie & Megan McConagha
Whitney and Maria Drake
William and Lois Earnshaw
Frederick Emery
Devon and Heather Evans
Tom and Anne Gale
Samir and Marisa Haydar
Marc Hoffman
Roger Inhorn and Victoria  
   Masakowski
Jeff and Cathy Kline
Don and Christine Mackenzie
Andrew and Denise Mancall
Tom and Heidi McInerney
Cindy and Jim O’Rourke
Sarah and Daniel Price
Christopher and Lisa Quinn*

Michael Staszko
Mary and Scott Steidl
Joseph and Lisa Stevens
Ann and Andrew Stickney
Kevin and Sarah Tierney*

Paula and James Zeitlin

Friend
Mrs. Sarah Adams
Anonymous (2)
Constance Babcock
Paul Bankson
Dorothy Brady
Jim and Gillian Britt
Daniel and Dale Bryant
Janel Carlson
Rob Chatfield

David and Stacy Cimino
Stephanie and Peter Clifford
Kevin and Eileen Concannon
Timothy and Jennifer Concannon
Bryan and Laura Young Connelly
Jessica Curran
Doug and Beth Currier
Gina and Bill D’Angelo
Alison and Ted Darling
Mike DiPietro
Ruth Dufresne
Michael and Jill Epstein
Becky Fernald and Kiyo Tabery
Jim and Debbie Fisher
Gregg and Jill Frame
Dan and Sabina Freedman
Amy and Tom Gaudrault
Connie and Bob Goldman
Christine and Joe Groff
Susan and Kevin Guimond
Francis Guthrie
Mark and Karen Hare
Jim Harrison and Monty Hagen
Roy Herrman and Tigist Abebe
Steven and Kathleen Hewins
David Hillman

For your generous support of our mission, schools and children. We are so grateful!

The Global Connections initiative at the MS

CEEF Revenue
July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Red Apple

Donations
Event Income

Other Income



Kirk and Jay Huffard
Nancy Hutton
Glenn and Nancy Jordan
Ann and Doug Kaplan
Richard Keeler
Rebecca Millett and Kevin Kobel
Paul and Stephanie Korupp
Mrs. Spadinger’s 2nd grade class 
Phil and Christine Laughlin
Patrick and Lisa Lawrence
John and Susan LoBosco*

Katharine and John Lualdi
Gwyneth and Richard Maguire
The McCarley Family
Ted and Robin McCarthy
Deborah and James Meagher
Helio and Sonia Medina
Aaron and Julie Merriam
Tom and Marti Meyers
Greg and Catherine Miller
Laura and Mark Parker
Kathy and Scott Perkins
Kathleen and Kenneth Pierce
Russ and Jackie Pierce
Elizabeth Pinette
Jay Pinette

H. Merrill and Patricia Plaisted
Victoria Poole
Gail and Robert Rice
Richard and Margaret Robinson
Glenn and Jayne Rudberg
Pam and Gregory Salerno
Mark and Alix Sawyer
Jeff and Claudia Shedd
Terrance and Mary Jane Sheehan
Paul and Melanie Stewart
Rory and Linda Strunk
Eric and Erin Taylor
Jessie Timberlake
Prudence Todd
Michael and Mary Ann Tranfaglia
The Trowbridge Family
David Trussell
Philip and Claudette Villandry
Philip and Janet Villiotte
John and Victoria Volent
William and Elizabeth Wanzer
Mary Ellen and David Whiteman
Ann and Joseph Wight
The Zanovello Family

Other Benefactors
Anonymous (3)
Robert and Linda Ayotte
Jon & Jen Baldwin
Eric Barber
Dede and Charles Bass
David and Kim Black
Cade and Katie Blackburn
Francine and Stephen Blattner
David and Karen Brenner
Chip & Elizabeth Brewer
Patricia Carignan
Jill Carroll
Deb and Jim Cavanaugh
Andrea Cayer
Dan and Pat Chase
Bert and Mary Cook
Doug and Anne Cranshaw
Thomas and Helma Curtiss
AJ DiNinno and Julia Beckett

Scott and Lorie Dorrance
The Dresser Family
Don and Mary Fibich
Chris and Laura Gebhart
Gregg Ginn and Mary Ann Lynch
Mary and Paul Godfrey
Jamie and Beth Goduti
The Goughs
Brian and Susan Guthrie
Keeley Hall
Virgil and Nancy Hancock
Kate Healy
Joni and Bill Hewitt
Michael and Michelle Howard
Ken and Kathy Johnson
Alex Kadish
Frank Leavitt
Thomas Leopold
Nancy and Stephen Lyons
Jack and Lisa Melanson
Michael and Lucinda Messerschmidt
Suzanne and John Murphy
Timothy and Sharon O’Neill
John and Nancy O’Sullivan

For your generous support of our mission, schools and children. We are so grateful!

Mary Poker Page
Jay and Deborah Patry
Roger and Lydia Percival
Tracy and John Planinsek
Tim Queeney and Wendy Keeler
Mrs. Paul’s Kindergarten class
Jacquelyn and Robbie Robinson
The Schultzel Family
Charles and Joanne Scontras
Sam Sherry and  
   Katie Moreschi-Sherry
Lisa Silverman-Gent and Steven Gent
Morton and Margaret Soule
Dorothy and Kevin Stack
Jim and Tish Staley
Ann Strout
Liz and Kelly Sullivan
Kenneth Swanberg and  
   Ginger Raspiller
Ann Swift-Kayatta and  
   William Kayatta
Timothy and Lisa Tower
Steven and Julie Tselikis
Jeffrey and Susan Vickery

Author, counselor and anti-bullying expert Stan Davis, fully funded by CEEF, speaks with Pond 
Cove students at lunchtime on September with 4th grade teacher Kate Whipple. Mr. Davis had a 
fruitful interactive exchange with students on what they noticed that helps them enjoy each other’s 
company and what they notice that could be inclusive of others.

Rosemary Ginn and Len Cabral 



Red Apple  
Awards

Tribute Gifts

Corporate Gifts
Actuarial Designs & Solutions, Inc.
Aetna Foundation, Inc
Assurant, Inc.
Bank of America Foundation
Clark Insurance
Dawson, Smith, Purvis & Bassett, PA
Mainely Burgers, LLC
The Washington Post Company
Two Lights Dental
UBS
Unum

Karen Abbott
Sarah Adams

Joanne Bearor
Katherine Bock

Debbie Butterworth
Charlie Carroll

Sara Carroll
Sally Connolly

Joe Doane
Karen Dow

Talya Edlund
Michael Efron
Karen Ferry

Holly Forsyth
Alison Hawkes

MaryJane Johnston
Allison Lemieux-Caruso

Lisa Leonard
Tom Lizotte

Andrew Lupien
Sonia Medina

Carrie Newton
Julie Nickerson

Linda Paul
Susan Pillsbury
Caitlin Ramsey
Debra Sampson

Scott Shea
David Shields

Linda Siegmund
Lynn Spadinger
Sarah Steiner
Ingrid Judge
Sarah Sullivan
Ann Valente
Kathy Walsh

Margaret Welch
Matt Whaley

Thomas and Patricia Brigham in memory of Susan Hancock
Patricia Carignan in memory of Joseph Carignan
Francis Guthrie in memory of Marion J. Guthrie
Jeff and Beth Herriman in memory of Susan Hancock
Jay and Deborah Patry in memory of Susan Hancock
Elizabeth Pinette in memory of Timmy Thompson
Jay Pinette in memory of Timmy Thompson
Tim Queeney and Wendy Keeler in memory of Daniel Queeney
Sam Sherry and Katie Moreschi-Sherry in memory of Newtown 
School shooting victims
Kevin and Sarah Tierney in memory of Susan Hancock
Jessie Timberlake in memory of Rey Moulton
Prudence Todd in memory of Josh Kuck

Thank you to our outgoing 
board members & advisors
Steve Price
Julie Nickerson
Mary Townsend
Lindsay Alexander
Trish Brigham

Brian Guthrie
Susan Leighton
Deb Patry
Jean Lavallee

Jim Britt
Liz McEvoy
Patrick Keniston
Sheila Mayberry
Michael Wood

Mary Ellen  
Carignan 
Janie Watson
Lynn Spadinger
Hannah Rohner

CEEF is excited to welcome new members to the board (l. to r): Jim Britt, Patrick Keniston, Liz 
McEvoy, Sheila Mayberry, and Michael Wood (Mary Ellen Carignan not pictured)

Bri Gallagher, guidance counselor at Pond Cove

Robert and Phyllis Wagstaff
Chris and Scottie Wellins
Richard and Beth Wexler
Charles and Alice Wilson
The Zeitlin Family
* indicates employer matching  
donation

We have worked to ensure accuracy and offer our 
sincerest apologies for any missed or misspelled 
names or inaccurate information. If you discover 
any errors, please email info@ceef.us.

And welcome to our new 
board members & advisors



Annual Golf Tournament 
Prout’s Neck Country Club was the setting for the 2nd annual Play for Education Golf  Tournament. 

On June 13th enthusiastic golfers gathered on a sunny morning to play 18 holes of golf in a spectacular 
setting—and raise $12,000 towards programs benefitting the Cape Elizabeth schools. Many thanks to 
our sponsors, including the Title Sponsor Bath Savings Institution; Cart Sponsors Remax Oceanside, 
Port Property Management, F.L. Putnam, Port Printing Solutions; and Hole Sponsors Ainsworth, Thelin 
and Raftice, Baker Newman Noyes, Guaranteed Rate Mortgage, Key Bank, Lewis Brothers Landscaping, 
O’Hearn Insurance, Olympia Sports, Time Warner Cable, The Mortgage Office, Coldwell Banker (Jen 
Desena), Oakhurst Dairy, Pape Chevrolet. Community members and local companies contributed about 
30 items for the auction as well. Thank you to all who made the event a resounding success! Next year’s 
tournament is on the calendar for June 19, 2014. The event sold out a month early this year, so we are 
looking forward to another successful tournament this spring.

Publication Credits 
Editor: Jennifer Scarpitti-Nelson
Designer: Sara Lennon
Writers: Marisa Haydar, Sara Lennon,  
Brian Guthrie, Frank Governali
Printing: Port Printing Solutions



Thank you again for your generous involvement

In our community and schools!
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